
John Cavanagh 
 
Education: 
 
University of Surrey, UK Chemistry B.Sc., 1985 (1st Class Hons.) 
University of Cambridge, UK Chemistry Ph.D., 1988 (under Dr. James Keeler) 
 
Appointments: 
 
2023 –  Associate Dean for Research and Chair of Foundational Sciences 
  Brody School of Medicine, ECU 
 
2022 – 2023 Interim Associate Dean for Research 
  Brody School of Medicine, ECU 
 
2019 -  Professor and Chair 

Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, Brody School of Medicine, ECU 
 
2016 – 2018 Senior Vice President 
  Discovery Sciences, RTI International 
 
2014 - 2017 President 
  David H. Murdock Research Institute, North Carolina Research Campus 
 
2013 - 2016 Assistant Vice Chancellor for Research  
  NC State University 
 
2008 - 2016 William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor 

Department of Molecular & Structural Biochemistry, NC State University 
 
2008 - 2021 Co-Founder & Chief Scientific Officer 
  Agile Sciences Inc. 
 
2004 - 2007 Director of Research Development 
  Office of the Vice Chancellor, NC State University 
 
2000 - 2016 Professor 

Department of Molecular & Structural Biochemistry, NC State University 
 
1999 –2000 Professor 

Department of Chemistry, Purdue University  
 
1994-1999 Director     Associate Professor   

Structural Biology Facility   Dept. of Biomedical Sciences 
Wadsworth Center, New York State DOH  School of Public Health, SUNY Albany 

       
1991-1994 Senior Research Associate 

Department of Molecular Biology, The Scripps Research Institute 
 
1990-1991 Foulerton Gift and Binmore Kenner Research Fellow, Royal Society   
  Department of Chemistry, University of Cambridge, UK.   
 
1990-1991 Fellow of Physical Chemistry 
  Churchill College, University of Cambridge, UK. 
 
1988-1990 Post-doctoral Fellowship  
  Department of Molecular Biology, The Scripps Research Institute 
 
Other: 
 
2009 - 2016 Director, Jimmy V-NCSU Cancer Therapeutic Training Program 
2008 – 2016 Director, NCSU BioNMR Facility, NCSU 
2002 - 2016 Director, Advanced Biomolecular Interaction Resource, NCSU 
    
 
 
 



Awards: 
 
2017  Highly Cited Author Award, RTI International 
2017  Career Author Award, RTI International 
2012  Entrepreneur of the Year, North Carolina State University 
2008  William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor 
2005  NC State Alumni Association Outstanding Research Award 
1991  British Council/Swedish Academy of Sciences Award 
1990  Foulerton Gift and Binmore Kenner Fellowship - Royal Society 
1990  Research Fellowship, Churchill College, University of Cambridge. 
1989  Fulbright award 
1987 Jr. Research Fellow, Selwyn College, University of Cambridge. 
1985  Senior Research Scholarship, Selwyn College, University of Cambridge. 
 
Synergistic Activities: 
 
2024 – present Board of Directors, North Carolina Association for Biomedical Research 
2023 – present  Board of Directors, North Carolina Agromedicine Institute 
2015 – 2019 Board of Directors, North Carolina Association for Biomedical Research 
 
Federal Study Sections: 
2021  ZAT1 PS(05) study section, NIH 
2013-2019 MSFB, NIH Study Section 
2013  DTRA, DoD study Section 
2011  MSFB, NIH Study Section 
2011  DTRA, DoD reviewer 
2010  MSFB, NIH Study Section 
2009  MRI, NIH Study Section 
2008  MSFB, NIH Study Section 
2006  MSFB, NIH Study Section 
2005  MSFC, NIH Study Section 
2002  BBCA, NIH Study Section 
2000  NSF Chemical Instrumentation Study Section 
 
At NCSU – Served on the following: 
Chancellor's Strategic Planning Committee, University Science and Technology Advisory Group, 
Centennial Campus Planning Committee, University Nanotechnology Steering Committee, Office of 
Technology Transfer Advisory Group, Executive Board – Genome Research Laboratory. 
 
At ECU – Serving on the following: 
ECU Patent Committee (holder of 6 patents), Research/Creative Activities Committee (Chancellor’s 
representative). 
 
Funding Overview: 
NIH, NSF, NCBC, DoD, V Foundation for Cancer Research, Kenan Foundation for Engineering, Technology 
and Science, Swim Across America Cancer Foundation, UNC-General Administration, Army Research 
Office, North Carolina Biotechnology Center, Brody Brothers Foundation, Wooten Brain Health Institute. 
 
Total >$18,000,000 
 
PhD Students  
Jude Kinkade, Alex Hondros, Felicia Jaimes, Jacob Hyatt, Samantha Palethorpe (Pesci/Cavanagh) PhD 
2021, Logan Draughn PhD 2016, Ashley Tucker PhD 2013, Sean Stowe PhD 2013, Carey Hobbs PhD, 
2009, Dan Sullivan PhD 2008, Dave Kordys PhD, 2007, Pat McLaughlin PhD, 2006, Douglas Kojetin PhD, 
2005, Ben Bobay PhD, 2004. 
 
MS Students  
Jude Kinkade MS 2023, Kathryn Earley MS 2010, Nicole Perry MS 2009, Constance Rogers MS 2004, Erin 
Regel MS,2006, James Ruby MS 2004. 
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